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Dear Harold, 

I thought about you when the Justice Department ^report was 
released last week. The Friday and Saturday issues of the New York 
Times and Washington Post do not get to Memphis until Tuesday or 
Wednesday. I jfaijS had time to read and digest most of the material . 
now. The local papers do such a poor job of winnowing and^putlishing 
facts concerning &mm stories as big as the King murder. Selective 
repression I call it.' 

The New York Times normally carries a pretty comprehensive news 
story along with the actual document itself. The Times, however, did 
not print one important fact which I gleaned from The Washington Post: 
namely, the name of the source which tipped Memphis police about a murder 
contract on Redditt’s life. 

Do you know a Senate Government Operations Committee investigator 
named Philip R. Manuel ? How did he get wind of a murder plot against 
an obscure black detective in Memphis? 

I know you dismissed as significant the fact Redditt was removed, 
but I still" believe that may be the only tangible _ clue that someone in 
Washington was calling the security signals for_ King's surveillance 
on April 4. Remember, I was there. On April 3, King was surrounded by 
a pha&anx of FBI agents, and probably Army.CIC agents as he spoke to 
a crowd in the courtyard of the Centenary ^ethodist . C hurch on McEemore 
in the afternoon. A panel truck was parked about a 

block down the street but at an angle where King could be viewed 
standing on the courtyard’s steps which were to the side of the building# 

r ij The Army Ciclthey certainly were not Memphis detectives or 

FBI agents) were parked almost in front of the church on the other side 
of the street. They were more sSSSSESaec obvious and they used soon lens 
cameras, photographing everyone in the crowd. The next day, these people 
just were not around. The fire station was the only logical^vantage point 

rooming, house, and of course, we know the FBI did not use the rooming 
house. At the fire station, there is no evidence to this point that there 
were any FBljk agents assigned to the local police to assist the 
surveillance from the fire station. No, a seven year old campaign of 
intensive surveillance ended one day before King Was assassinated, -ou 
tell me that this is not significan t. 

I do belive I told you my suspicions ssSSBESi. concerning the 
March 2$ riot during one of sip our beer drinkipg sessions. Again, I 
was there: a half block from South Main Street on ^eale and a half 
block from the front wave of the massive sea of protest marchers when 
the riot erupted. At Beale and Main, there were battalions of riot 
control police xaafeMWKlrTriT poised to wade in. It is signiiicant that 
the riot st rted one block from South Main Street where most of the large 

white department stores were located back in 196$. (Today, most of f them 
have moved out East although one major department store, Goldsmith s, 
keeps its downtown store, less than two blocks from Beale & Main. 
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Now 49 if this riot was planned and organized by genuine black 
militants, who wanted to "shit on Whitey" (that was what one of the 
signs said), why didn't the rioters wait until the massive sea of 
marchers reached South Main Street, and until after the tail end of 
the march had turned on South Main Street, and when the march was 
heading north on South Main Street. The rioters could have smashed 
the windows of Goldsmith 's (thelargest downtown store), as well as 
a multitude of men's stores, women's dress shops, etc, almost exclusively 
patronized by whites back in those days. 

, Instead the riot erupted at Beale and Second, which gave police 
battalions ample opportunity to move in and contain the march in the 
black ghetto . 



No, I believe the MwbIbdpU* evidence suggests that the 
l¥1 ardh 2 F riot had been planned and precipitated by the white power 
structure. It had almost a paramilitary precision about it. Now, who 
or what agency has this type of capability? Not the Memphis Police 
Department, because it had limited funds, limited manpower and limited 
intelligence: I mean the latter in both the military and actual sense. 



Sk There has aBMawp been something else to occur in the past 
10 days, but I can't say anything about it until I check it out. 

I know how skeptical you are, and I certainly wouldn't waste your time 
filling your head with what may turn out to be sheer fantasy. But in 
essence, if my information check out, military intelligence::**** had 
James Earl Ray, or someone they thought was James Earl Ray, under 
surveillance after Dr. King was killed. 



was movie 

Also, there 4m an aging(he'may be dead now) jbbrss star of the 30s 
and 40s, Frankie Darro, who told 4*: several persons in Los Angeles that 
he s a w Jam es Earl Ray in Los Angeles at the St. Francis hotel after 
J***HBfc*fe«**(»c Dr. King was killed. This was approximately three weeks 
after Dr. King was killed and after Eric Starvo (hit had been identified 
to the public as the number one suspect in Dr. King's murder. Ray, J arro 
said, was using the Galt alias, and was in the presence of a girl name 
■Maria (Marie Martin???), and a large negro man weighing about 300 pounds 



and * 



standing at least six feet six tall. 



Los Angeles police 

swept down on the hotel after someone tipped them that a Galt was staying 
at the hotel, but the trio had checked out — leaving personal belongings 
in the hotel. The raid was published in the Los Angeles Examiner but not 
the limes, so I have been told. I have written the morgues of both papers 
offering to pay for any zerox clippings about the raid. The story was 
that police came in with guns drawn . The movie star, Darro, was” the man 
whom I have been informed actually tipped the police. 



A similar story appeared in the January 1976 Village Voice, the 
article which carried a front page fitfMfiHMt picture on <Jack Youngblood, 
and an inside story about^Youngblood's exploits. Donald Freed was the 
source on that story and Freed is quoted a.s saying he gathered several 
affidavits from people in the hotel — he does not mention Frankie Darro 
— which said Youngblood was there with a large black man and a man who 
could have been a double for James Earl Ray. Freed 

never mentions a dark-haired girl named Maria. My source relegates 
Youngblood as Just a man who was registered in the hotel and who was 
seeN talking to Maria but never seen talking directly with the man who 
appeared to be Ray. My source said Ray, Maria and the black man left 
the hotel in a hurry, jumping into a large black limousine and driving 
away with the big black man at the wheel. I have been told tb*£ Louis 
Lomax was checking this story out when he was killed. Lomax was on his 
way to Sante Fe, New Mexico, to check out a lead on the identity of the 
large black man when his car supposed turned over on the highway and 
killed# him. I have been informed that Lomax was working on leads and 
tips furnished him by somone who leaked information to him from military 
intelligence. 



Did you k: ow Lomax? 0id you know or did you ever hear about the 
so-called Los Angeles incident? 



T -."rite and give me your impressions of recent developments. 
1 am especially interested in whether you kpow Philip B. Manuel and whether 
you knew about the alleged Los Angeles incident. 



Your friend, 





